Lymphographic evaluation of 250 patients with malignant melanoma.
Foot lymphography was performed in a selected group of 250 patients with malignant melanoma, with different sites of origin and of various stages. The overall incidence of metastases was 40%. The case material was evaluated in detail; the tumors of the inferior limb and those on different sites, e.g., vulva and abdomen, were considered separately. In the group of 188 patients with melanoma of the inferior limb, the incidence of metastases was 42%. In 51%, histologic confirmation was obtained. In the group of 62 patients with melanoma of different sites of the body, the incidence of metastases was 34% and histologic confirmation was obtained in 21 patients. The values of accuracy, sensitivity, and specificity based on the histologic confirmation of the lymphographic reports ranged from 88% to 96%. These data justify the use of lymphography in the initial diagnostic work-up and in the follow-up of these patients.